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course, she recognized, was produced and brought
to the Princess. It was hoped that the sight of
this might make her lose her nerve and confess.
She was indeed at first terror-stricken when she
saw the paper, and " half breathless " with fright.
But she said nothing, and when she read it she
grasped that nothing vital had been brought to
light. She pulled herself together and denied
that she had agreed to anything. All, for her,
depended on whether she could keep her nerve
and stand firm. That she did, triumphantly as
far as she was concerned. Nothing could be got
out of her, she was obstinate, and after a day or
two recovered enough from the shock to carry the
war into the enemy's country. She asked to be
taken to Court that she might meet the accusations
made against her and show her innocence.
She could be considered to have saved herself,
but she could not save Thomas Seymour. As
there was so little evidence against him, a trial
would be very doubtful. So the Protector used
another method. He had an " Act of Attainder "
passed through Parliament, whereby Thomas was
simply " voted " by the majority as having been
guilty of high treason. He was condemned to
death, in spite of a good deal of popular horror.
Before he went out to execution on Tower Hill
he wrote two letters of farewell, one to Princess
Mary and one to Elizabeth. He could not send
them publicly, so his servant smuggled them out
hidden in the sole of a slipper.